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Autism foundation raises
public awareness of syndrome

mother walks with her gson pear

the water fountain at the Hotel

Indonesla roundabout in Cen-
tral Jakarta on Sunday (photo),

They joined dozens of other people
who lookx part in & public awareness
campaign ttled Peduli Autis which
was organized by the Indonesian
Autism Foundation and the Pulra
Eembara mailing list community, The
group distributed leallets and stickers
lo passersby

Psvchologist Dyvah Puspita, the
manager of Mandiga school which
provides education for autistic chil-
dren, sald that public awarencss about
this SYDUMme Wis Yery poor in
Indonesia and that many parents
denled their children had the llness

"Problems concerning autism and
autistic children are very complicated
here, and we want to start by increas-
ing public awareness about this syn-

drome,” the said

Dvah said that she hoped the
ampatgn would help the public better
understand autism and encourage
themn to be more supportive in the
future

"Auti=m s nol & communicable dis-
case, 50 autistic children should not
bt excluded from the community,”
the mother of an autistic child sald at
the event

The event was part of a month-long
campaign 1o mark the Intermnational
Month of Autism.

Aleo altending the event was 27-
year-old Oscar Dompus who has
written a book about his struggle to
cope with autism. Oscar encouraged
children with autism to keep their
spirits high and asked parents to be
supportive and not to use violence as a
way of dealing with their autistic chil

ilren. — JP/D]
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